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AN ACCOUNT OF THE SERVICE AT 

NORWOOD. 

THE Rev. Dr. Steane was born at Oxford, March 
23rd, 1798, and died at his home, New House 
Park, near Rickmansworth, on the 8th of May, 1882. 
The funeral took place at Norwood Cemetery, on the 
following Saturday. About 1.20 p.m., the coffin, 
covered with flowers, was brought into the chapel, 
followed by his children, grandchildren, and personal 
friends ; then by official representatives of the follow- 
ing Societies : The Evangelical Alliance, the Religious 
Tract Society, the -Baptist Missionary Society, the 
Baptist Union of England and Wales, the Bible 
Translation Society, and the diaconate of Denmark 
Place Church. Besides these, were many ministers 
and other mourners. 

The Rev. Principal Angus, D.D., his old and much 

valued friend, read various portions of Scripture. 

Dr. Stanford then addressed the assembly thus : — 

" In my last interview with our dear old friend, 

after I had prayed with him — his hand on mine all 
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the while — he looked at me with the sudden beaming 
glance that many of you know so well, and said, 
' You will bury me ? ' 

"But how can we bury him? Bury him? Bury 
the deathless ? bury glory ? bury rapture ? bury that 
which is * absent from the body and present with the 
Lord ? ' He is that. The body is not the man. 
There is not my friend, but only that in which my 
friend lived — lived for more than eighty-four years — 
lived till it was worn and shattered — lived till he had 
done with it — and now we are about to cover under 
the earth, not the pilgrim, but only the darkened ruin 
of the tent he once occupied. Not that, merely, for 
what we now bury, we sow. It is the mystery of 
which we read, * It is sown in corruption, it is raised 
in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised 
in glory ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power ; 
it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body/ 
We know not yet the meaning of that great word 
1 glory » the thought overmasters us, it blinds us with 
its splendour ; but this we are certain of, that it will 
include the immortal perfection of all that makes the 
man. 

"Before now, when in this place, I have stood 
amidst a tempest of tears. Sometimes I have 
looked on a bewildered company of mourners, who 
seemed not able to see, not able to hear, not able 
even to feel ; but to be struck into dull, cold, amazed 
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quiescence. Sometimes persons have been here, 
stunned with a bereavement that seemed to be 
unaccountably premature ; fathers and mothers have 
stood here who felt as if they could not forgive Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of heaven, because, pointing to their 
own nursling, He had said, ' Suffer that little child to 
come to me/ 

"But this morning, though we feel unspeakable 
reverence and love, we have to thank God that we 
can think of him who is gone, with a sorrow that will 
ever be rather a tender memory than an aching grief. 
Mingling with all our feeling, there must be thank- 
fulness for what he was, for what he is, for what he 
will be, and for the work he has left behind him. 

" He is now one of the * blessed ' dead. The 
beautiful old English word * blessedness ' means more 
than * happiness/ That may be a thing of mere 
sensation. The mote that floats in the sunshine, the 
bird that sings in a tree, the deer that wafts over the 
bracken, are all happy ; but to be 'blessed ' is to share 
the joy of God. He knew something of this long 
ago, for 'blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered/ But now he is one of those of 
whom it is written, ' Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord/ 

" ' In the Lord/ In the Lord who was crucified 
for him, but who never can be crucified again ; in the 
Lord, his ' Rock ;' in the Lord, his ' Righteousness.' 
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In Him, therefore safe as He is safe, glorified as He 
is glorified, undying as He is undying. If any of you 
are not in Christ when you die, though your departure 
may be calm as a dying wave, and gentle as a shutting 
flower, though survivors may drop tears and fling 
a wreath down upon your dust, rear a costly stone, 
and carve a loving epitaph, they can have no author- 
ity to write the word * blessed.' 

"He rests from his labours ; God gave him special 
faculties for special labours, and the Holy Spirit 
quickened these faculties for the service of Christ. 
You saw what he was when leading what we may 
call ' Christian business.' Naturally, when so 
engaged, every true man is apt to feel quickly, to 
speak plainly, and to be intolerant of merely 
obstructive talkers. But grace so had nature under 
control, that he knew how to bear much, and say 
nothing; he knew how to speak, and how to be 
silent. He knew how to recognise the life of God 
under concealments, and could make generous allow- 
ance for infirmity ; he thought all round a subject ; 
gauged everybody, knew what a man was, and how 
he could be used. In a crowded moment of crossing 
conversation, he could shape the very resolution 
wanted, and give exactly the right advice. He was 
kept from extremes, and was endowed with the rare 
gift of temperance in judgment, feeling, and language. 
God gave him power not only to reach and to rule, 
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but to win souls. And now, his labours being over, 
the Master has called him home. 

" 'His works do follow him ' — works that are the 
solid result of his labours — works that, in some form 
or other, will last, and will be always following on in 
the track of the life that has now passed within 
the veil. 

"Let each of you listen to the voice that is speaking 
through this solemnity : — 

** A voice is ever at thy side, 
Speaking in tones of might ; 
Like the prophetic voice that cried 
To John in Patmos, Write—" 

" Write — you are not only tc hear, not only to 
speak, but to write. Write on the memory, write on 
the heart ; and if you have written before, write 
anew, the words : ' Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labours, and their works do 
follow them." 

Prayer was offered after the address, then the 
procession left the chapel. On arriving at the grave, 
the Rev. Dr. Angus spoke as follows : — 

" I cannot, my dear friends, refrain from saying a 
word or two on the loss we have all sustained. 

" We are gathered here to-day, some of us owing, 
under God, the Divine life within us to the teaching 
and sympathy of our friend. 
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"Others amongst us have known him for many 
years in connection with our Missionary society as 
one of our wisest counsellors, a man born to tell men 
what to do, and guiding them in the doing of it. 

" And still more of us have witnessed his life-work 
in later years, in promoting brotherly love between 
different sections of the Churches of Christ. 

" We meet, therefore, as his converts, and as 
fellow workers in spreading the gospel, and in 
increasing the love of the brethren. 

" To my mind a single sentence of Holy Scripture 
describes his life. He ' truthed ' it in love ; he spoke 
the truth, lived the truth, sought to extend the truth 
— faithful and loving from the beginning of his work, 
more than fifty years ago, even to its close. And 
now we are gathered not to commit him to the grave, 
but his garment only — the garment which needs to 
be taken to pieces, in order that it may be woven 
anew — in sure and certain hope, therefore, of the 
resurrection unto everlasting life. 

" The God of our fathers impress upon our hearts 
the lessons of this bereavement, and help us to 
cultivate the same truthful and loving spirit, sanctify 
it to his dearest friends, and raise up others to take 
his place and continue his work." 

With prayer and the usual benediction, the service 
was brought to a close, and a large number of friends 
passed the grave and took a last look of the resting- 
place of one they had known and loved so long. 
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The calm, sunny air, and the whole scene, lovely 
and cheerful with the spirit of the spring, seemed in 
perfect harmony with our thoughts of the great 
immortal wakening. 

With a view, most likely, to an appeal on the 

principles of the Evangelical Alliance, it had been 

Dr. Steane's wish that a funeral sermon should be 

preached by the Rev. Dr. Blackwood, formerly rector 

of Middleton Tyas, but this beloved friend of his 

passed away a month before himself. However, on 

Sunday morning, May 21st, also at his request, a 

sermon was preached at Denmark Place Chapel, by 
the pastor. Owing to his loss of sight, it was of 

course out of his power to write it, but it has been 

taken down at his dictation, and here it is. Some 

things have been inserted which were left out in the 

extempore delivery, and it is now inscribed with 

great respect and loving sympathy to Mrs. Steane 

and his children. 



A DISCOURSE BY 

CHARLES STANFORD, D.D, 



MEMORIAL DISCOURSE. 

" David, after he had, in his own generation, served the counsel of 
God, fell on sleep." — Acts xiii. 36. Revised Version. 

SO does the Holy Spirit strike into one line, a 
lo n g> grand and manifold story. The text 
holds a mighty sum total, and we can hardly find a 
more quickening instance of the " much in little." 

I. — You are invited to look, phrase by phrase, into 
the first meaning of this passage. 

The phrase we must begin with, is, " the counsel of 
God." To see the full colour of the thought in this, 
look at it in the light of its connection. It occurs in 
an address delivered by Paul to Jews, in the synagogue 
of Antioch, in Pisidia. The Jews, you must remember, 
declared that what we now call the plan of salvation, 
had been in existence but a few years only. They 
thought it was one of the most recent, as well as one 
of the most contemptible, of all novelties. To them, it 
was monstrous that the storied old religion of 
patriarchs, prophets, and kings, should be spoken 
of as fulfilled by a man dying on a cross. This 
prejudice it was that Paul set himself to refute. 
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In the sixteenth verse of the present narrative we 
read that, on being asked as a stranger to speak, he 
"stood up, and beckoning with his hand said " — what 
follows. " Beckoning with his hand," in the nervous, 
eager way that was so characteristic , and which this 
word seems to reflect as in the flash of a mirror, he 
rushed into the argument, beginning at once to show 
that the Gospel was no mere doctrine of to-day, but 
was, in fact, the identical Gospel once " promised to 
the fathers ; " that the " voices of the prophets " had 
called attention to it; and that the crucifiers had 
blindly "fulfilled" what those voices had spoken* 
Kindling as he went on, he at length came to speak 
of it as " the counsel of God." The word " counsel " 
means a plan that is the result of counsel.* Applied 
to a plan of man, it is one that is the outcome of 
calm, deliberate, wise purpose ; applied to a plan of 
God, it means all this to perfection. 

You will note that it is called not a counsel, but 
the counsel of God, as having a greatness, lone, royal 
and sublime beyond all comparison. Everything 
within our range, in some way, belongs to it. Even 



* In this sense the old English word " counsel " is now out of use ; 
but long before the Revised Version appeared, the preacher had 
adopted it as best representing povkrj in this particular instance. 
The A. V. translates it, " The will of God ; " but it renders the same 
word, "counsel," in Luke vii. 30 ; Acts ii. 23, v. 38 ; xx. 27 ; Ep. x. 1 1 ; 
Heb, vi. 17 ; and I think in other places. The connection of the 
passage before us appears to make it necessary also here. 
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" nature is Christian." When we read of God that 
" He created all things by Jesus Christ . . . accord- 
ing to the eternal purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord," the inference is, that, as far 
as man is concerned, the constitution of the universe 
is mediatorial. " Christianity as old as creation." It 
is infinitely older than that ! The eternal thought of 
God is in it. All through time He has, by means of 
it, been at work under all events ; using them to 
express its progressive revelation ; to shape the develop- 
ment of that which was summed up, when, by way 
of the cross, Jesus ascended to the throne ; to unfold, 
not only the scheme of salvation itself, but all its 
applications and results, and to bring out for ever the 
growing harmonies of its vast music. 

The next phrase we have to mark is this : " David 
served " the counsel of God. David served it ? This 
statement startled his audience as much as that already 
noticed. David — the darling of providence, the 
wonder of history, the sweet singer of Israel, the 
splendid king, the grand master of men, who was ex- 
pected once more to appear in the world, when he 
would make all men see the glory of Israel ; lie served 
the plan of salvation through a crucified carpenter ! 
The audacity of talk like this was enough to make 
a dead man turn in his grave ! 

This, however, was the calm language of authority. 
" David served the counsel of God." We are permitted 
in some degree to know how^ot erc&XK^* n^k^r- 
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perhaps, he was unconscious of doing so, hci served it 
as a type. His very name was typical, for " David " 
means " beloved ; " and, when we read in prophecy 
that David is to reign on earth again, Christ, the true 
David must be meant, for He alone perfectly fulfils 
the name. Over this David it was that the voice from 
the excellent glory said, " This is my beloved Son," 
and of Him only is it true, that we are " accepted in 
the beloved." All through David's Psalms, the spirit- 
ual ear detects language within language, and while 
his harp is sounding forth the story of his own battles 
and victories, the words are so inspired and ruled 
that they are, in their highest meaning, the words of 
a greater than David. In this, and in other ways, on 
which we have now no time to touch, did the man 
after God's own heart, yield himself as an instrument 
for the accomplishment of God's decrees, and contri- 
bute that portion of the preparation for the coming 
kingdom, which was assigned him.* 

Before quitting this notice of David's evangelical 
service, we pause at the remarkable word used in the 
original to describe it. The word for service here 
means " rowing beneath." t The latent metaphor is 
that of a trireme, an ancient, stately ship of war, with 
three ranks of rowers, one over another. Reference 
to this was made by Dr. John Owen the day before 
he died, when, writing to Charles Fleetwood, he said, 



* See Jeremiah xxx. 9 ; Ezekiel xxxiv. 23 ; xxxvii. 24 ; Hosea ill. 5. 
t Yirrjperrj<ras. 
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rt I am leaving the ship of the Church in a storm, 
but while the great Pilot is in it, the loss of a poor 
under-rower* will not be considerable." As the 
mystic ship of God's counsel cleft its way through 
the stormy sea of time, David served it. You will 
hardly think of another man who has filled so large 
a space in the scheme of Providence or the memory 
of man ; in the history of earth or the history of 
heaven; then what was he to the ship? Captain? 
Pilot ? Helmsman ? No ! he is only reported as one 
of the under-rowers. Then what are we ? 

Another phrase on which we would think is this — 
David served the counsel of God "in his generation." 
" Generation " means lifetime. In the poetry of 
prophecy, a human life is compared to a leaf. The 
tiniest leaf teems with scientific facts, whispers its 
note in the woodland music, and, like a shoot of green 
sunshine, helps to make the glory of the scene. So, in 
its own way, it serves its Maker ; but only in its " own 
generation " of leaves — it is not made to serve next 
year. A thousand million leaves are now on the tree 
of humanity. " We all do fade as a leaf." If we live 
into the next age, the rain of sorrow must soak us 
through, the frost of sickness strike us, the wind 
of death blow and blow at us, and, like the last brown 
oak leaf, left alone in the young spring world of stran- 
gers, each one must quiver, drop, and lie still. 



*Orme's "Life of Owen, ''p. 447. 
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Beyond the idea of brevity, we see in the phrase 
a hint of this truth — that each man is only fitted for 
his own age, and it for him. The principle is some- 
times lost sight of. Our young critics smile at the 
geologists and chemists of the last century, but that 
century prepared for this. They scorn the pomp of 
Johnson's style, and tell us that the eloquence of 
Burke would not electrify a modern House of Com- 
mons. So, in the sphere of Christian service, they 
depreciate Whitfield, and think that Doddridge would 
not be thought much of now. Perhaps not, but he is 
not a mortal worker now. " Now " is your appointed 
time, this now, for you will have no other. " Duty," 
says Caleb Morris, " is always Jure, not there ; always 
now, not some other time." 

There is no need that we should now linger on the 
final phrase. " He fell on sleep." It will be enough 
to say that it beautifully softens the thought of death. 
It tells us that it is not extinction of being, nor even 
a break in its continuity. Sleeping implies the 
prospect of waking. 

" Sleep is a death, O, make me try 
By sleeping, what it is to die ! 
And as gently lay my head 
On my grave, as on my bed. 

Howe'er I rest, great God, let me 
Awake again at last with Thee, 
And thus assured, behold I lie 
Securely, or to wake or die. 

These are my drowsie days ; in vain 
I do now wake to sleep again ; 
O, come that hour when I shall never, 
Sleep again, but wake for ever.' 



»>* 



"'Sir Thomas Browne. 
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II. — Retaining my hold on this passage, let me use 
it as a motto to suggest a few memorial words about 
the revered friend who has entered into rest. We 
may say with perfect truth of him, that he has, in his 
generation, " served the counsel of God." 

First, he served it by early surrender to Christ. 

There must be such a surrender before service. 
Pardon the language of the factory — a master takes 
on hands before he gives them work to do. In the 
moment of total, affectionate, irreversible surrender 
of the self to the Saviour, that life is born which 
delights to do His will. I am not able to say pre- 
cisely how or when this first act of trust took place 
in our dear friend's history, but I believe that his 
father was the instrument of it, and I know that he 
could have said, like David, " Oh ! God, thou hast 
taught me from my youth." We hope this story of 
the old will kindle happy inspiration in the young. 
Let them take notice that, as a rule, all stories of 
great attainments, great achievements, and great 
spiritual victories, are stories of those who began the 
life of faith in early days, and that this story is no 
exception. 

He served the counsel of God by his ministry in 
this place. 

Last Sunday was the fifty-ninth anniversary of the 
day when he commenced it. Camberwell was rustic 
then. It was thirty-five years before the railway. 
Leaving London, you came on a stage coach, along 
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the white road, sometimes between " hedgerow elirfs 
and hillocks green," past a certain windmill, and up to 
this retreat, where, amidst cedars, oaks, and blossoming 
thorns, charming nests of wealth and elegance werie 
being made for merchants to retire into, with no 
prospect of anything coming to disturb its serene 
hush. 

Dr. Steane, speaking about the spiritual condition 
of the village at this time, as far as Nonconformists 
were concerned, has said : — 

" There was indeed a small congregation gathered 
several years before, by a worthy and zealous man, 
though very inadequately qualified for the ministerial 
office. It had never prospered much." * 

This was a Mr. Jonathan Carr. One story of him 
still survives, showing the kind of man he had been. 
In June, 1777, the Christian circles of London had 
been much shocked by the execution for forgery of 
a well-known clergyman, who had been one of the 
king's chaplains — Dr. Dodd, brother of the then 
Vicar of Camberwell. On the morning of the terrible 
day, Jonathan Carr was passing out of a side street 
to cross Holborn, when he was stopped by a great 
crowd. On asking what was the matter, a man 
pointed to a cart. In that cart he saw Dr. Dodd, 
and six clergymen with him, paying the kind spiritual 
attentions which his case so much needed. He saw 
also in the same cart a poor lost London savage, also 

* Steane's "Life of Gutteridge," p. 123. 
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going to be executed, no one taking notice of him 
" My heart melted with pity," said he, " that poor 
man's soul is as precious as Dr. Dodd's, and he is as 
near eternity, yet no man cares for him." Mr. Carr 
pushed through the press, spoke to the constables, 
sprang into the cart, and until they had reached the 
drop, never left off trying to bring this poor sinner 
to the Saviour. 

By this time, his Sunday company of villagers had 
dwindled to almost nothing. Then Joseph Gutter- 
idge, Esq., of Denmark Hill, bought of him the 
little meeting house which had been built almost at 
his own cost ; and, associated with a few friends, 
invited niinisters to preach there. In this place, the 
shell of which still stands, Mr. Edward Steane first 
preached at Camberwell, May nth, 1823, his congre- 
gation numbering about thirty persons. He had 
studied at Bristol College, at that time under the 
presidency of Dr. Ryland ; then at Edinburgh 
University, when Professor Wilson was beginning 
to occupy the chair of Moral Philosophy. Already 
he had received invitations from Glasgow, Oxford, * 
Devonshire Square, London, and various other 
Churches ; but now, after six weeks, in compliance 
with the universal expression of request, he consented 
to remain as minister here. His reasons were after- 
wards thus given : — 

* To be joint partner with his old minister, the Rev. Tames Hinton, 
M.A. 
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"I chose t/iis station because tliere was neither 
Church nor Congregation, It had always been my 
wish, if divine Providence should so order it, to raise 
an interest rather than go to one already formed. 
The call to this place I could not but consider a most 
remarkable circumstance, from its perfect coincidence 
with my own feelings, and I at once therefore gave 
it a preference." * 

On December the 16th, in the same year, this 
Church was formed, consisting of twenty persons, 
dismissed from other Churches for the purpose. The 
present place of worship was opened on June 29th, 
1825, when the Rev. George Clayton read and 
engaged in prayer ; then the morning sermon was 
preached by Robert Hall from John xv. 26. Many 
of the leading lights of society were here, among 
whom was Sir James Mackintosh, and after the 
service had commenced, the crowd being dense 
around the doors, Mr. Brougham and Mr. Plunkett, 
afterwards Lord Chancellor of Ireland, came in at a 
window, t There was another large congregation at 
night, when Dr. Waugh, of the Scotch Church, 
preached from Isaiah lxiv. 1. 

The full story of spiritual life and service that 
began from that day, is only written in heaven. The 
burning moments, the surprises, the keen pangs and 

* Letter to Rev. James Elborough, Con. Minister, Thetford, June 
29th, 1824. 

fThis was told me by the late Mr. W. Stanger, J. P., who wit- 
nessed it. 
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pleasures of young and fervent ministericd life ; what , > 
intensities of prayer and preaching have been felt in 
this place ; how many hard hearts have been broken, 
and broken hearts have been healed ; and how many 
have been the transactions here, causing joy in 'the 
presence of the angels, are mysteries only known to 
the " Master of Assemblies." The varied activities of 
the pastor were checked by the delicate poise of his 
health, and frequent fits of illness. For the two years 
following January, 1856, he could, when at home, 
only preach once on a Sunday. In 1858, I was in- 
vited to join him in the pastorate. This is the anni- 
versary of the day of my first preaching to you in 
this new capacity, having already been thirteen years 
a pastor elsewhere. Although in a very few years 
ceasing to live near us, and, of course, ceasing to share 
practical responsibility, his heart was with us to the 
end of his days. 

He served the counsel of God by teaching and 
preaching it. 

So far from accounting for the interest roused by 
his ministry, this, to some persons, may seem to make 
it unaccountable. According to modern oracles, the 
ideal sermon has only two essentials ; first, it must 
be short ; next, there must be no doctrine in it ; and 
in all the wilderness of commonplaces, nothing is 
thought to be more dry and charmless than systematic 
divinity. Why ? If all who delight to think the 
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thoughts of God, find His thoughts in everything that 
grows, if in every cloud that flits across the summer 
sky, in every clod that crackles in the winter frost, in 
every thread of grass that shakes in the sunny wind 
of spring — if in every streak upon a stone, in every 
film upon a pool, in every fly upon the wall, we find 
something that wakes the cry, " This also cometh 
from the Lord of Hosts, who is wonderful in counsel 
and excellent in working" — if Dr. M'Cosh is correct in 
saying that a pine cone " will reward the study for 
hours together of the highest intellect," if the greatest 
prophet that science has known in our century, felt 
inspired to write a book about " Earth Worms" — does 
not common sense prepare us to expect that we shall 
find an inconceivably greater depth of charm in that 
which has been called, without extravagance, "the 
study of admiring angels ; the masterpiece of the 
manifold wisdom of God ; the wonder of the uni- 
verse ? " 

When some Christian people speak of this 
"counsel," they seem only to mean its unrevealed 
connections, and only to be fascinated by its dark- 
ness. Far in the galleries of a great American mine, 
you come to the edge of a chasm that is unfathomable. 
To find how deep it is, you lower a lantern with a 
cord, but at last the light burns blue and goes out. 
Then you toss over a fragment of rock, and listen. 
It goes down bounding from side to side, with hollow 
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clang, and scattering dying sounds, till all is silent. 
For a minute or two you listen and listen, but no 
clinking stroke of stone, no plash of water, no faintest 
echo of an echo, comes back to tell you the depth of 
the blind abyss, for it is still falling, falling. 

Like this, in theology and in natural science > 
explorers often come up to the edge of secrets about 
which it is useless to speculate, and profane to dog- 
matise ; secrets relating to things that are not only 
unknowable, but unthinkable, and into whose darkness 
we look only to cry, "Oh, the depths!" but such 
secrets form no part of that which we are now calling 
" the counsel of God." Secrets were not meant to 
regulate human action, and it would be insanity to 
attempt teaching and preaching a secret. 

Mean souls are to be met with, whose theories of 
salvation are only selfish ; who only think about 
escaping from a fire, and finding salvation from the 
horrible. Such theorists tell us that the knowledge of 
doctrine is unnecessary, because the Saviour is not a 
System but a Person. Indeed, He is a Person, but 
our religion is a friendship with Him ; in order to 
that friendship there must be knowledge, in order to 
that knowledge there must be teaching ; teaching is 
all that we mean by doctrine, and the doctrine which 
best reveals our soul's Friend, is that which explains 
His counsel. 

Next to saving souls, there can be no purer joy 
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than in studying the facts of this, to trace their prin- 
ciples, display their order, define their province, and 
command their use. " Though some of these things 
be difficult," says Bishop Hopkins, " yet it is very 
unworthy of a Christian not to take some pains to 
understand what God, if I may be allowed so to speak, 
took so much pains to reveal." So thought my 
friend. As a student, going to the Book, not with a 
creed, but for one ; he was always coming from it, to 
be a wise, clear, proportional expounder of what he 
found — trying to put first truths in first places. Perhaps 
among its modern interpreters he ranked Andrew 
Fuller highest. His habit was to build on the Puritan 
lines. His sympathies were with such divines as 
Owen, Howe, and Charnock. Dr. Owen on the 
Hebrews he regarded as a valuable compendium of 
theology. His rest of heart was in the " righteousness 
of God," and his judgment would not have been 
content with what was not right He dwelt much on 
the grace that reigns through all salvation, on the 
work of the Holy Spirit, and on the offices of Jesus 
Christ. A fair specimen of his method may be seen 
in his volume entitled, "The Doctrine of Christ 
Developed by the Apostles." 

Some of you recall, as though you had only heard 
him yesterday, the characteristics of his preaching. 
But not the clearness of statement, not the rythmical 
balance of style, not the silvery rills of tone, not the 
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ease which made you think it must be an easy thing 
to preach — not accidents like these, though all were 
after the standard thought most excellent in "his 
own generation " — held the secret of his success ; that 
secret lay in the fact, that, believing in it with all his 
heart, he did not shun to " declare the whole counsel 
of God," as far as he felt sure of it, and so used the 
only instrument by which the spirit conveys the 
" power of God unto salvation." 

So there grew up under him a Bible-taught com- 
munity. He was the educator of evangelists ; very 
many missionaries and ministers have gone out from 
this congregation ; and many other persons who once 
belonged to it have become influential centres of 
other congregations. Some of these are still in this 
world, most have long left it ; and I think he must 
have often felt the pathos that thrills in Charles 
Wesley's lines — 

" My company te gone before, 
And I am left alone with Thee." 

At last he himself is gone, but his work lives, and the 
seed he used to sow still springs and germinates, not 
only here, but in India, America, Australia, and on 
the continent — not only in other countries, but in 
other worlds, and in the lives of multitudes who per- 
haps have never even heard his name. " Abraham," 
it is said, " was the father of many nations," yet he 
could not live on earth to know one of them. So it 
often is with ministers. 
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He served the counsel of God by helping to make it 
known in heatlien lands. In this work, whatever his 
" hand found to do," he did " with all his might," and 
of course the instrument which lay nearest his hand 
was our own Missionary Society. For more than 
half a century he was one of its directors. By wise 
and inspiriting advice, by free and large giving, as 
well as by public words in season, he was ever true to 
it. In 1839, the Bible Society, having withdrawn 
its aid from the Bengali and other Versions of the 
New Testament, made by the Baptist Missionaries 
in India, he addressed to Lord Bexley and the 
Committee — on behalf of the Baptist Union, of which 
he was a secretary for many years — a pamphlet on the 
subject, which, in scholarship, argumentative mastery, 
and courteous fairness, was worthy of him. The 
failure of his appeal, led to his conjointly founding 
the " Bible Translation Society," which is now so 
valuable an auxiliary to our missions. In 1842, 
when the Jubilee Services of the Society were held at 
Kettering — on Wednesday morning, June 1st, he 
preached in the open air from the words, " They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength." 
" His clear and pleasant tones," writes a reporter, 
"were distinctly heard by the whole of that vast 
multitude." In all such efforts he was cheered on 
by his own people. His first friend, Mr. Gutteridge, 
was Treasurer to the Society from the year 18 19, 
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and he was succeeded in office by our deacon, Mr. 
W. B. Gurney, who was also one of the founders of 
the Sunday School Union. Mr. Pewtress, another 
deacon, was for many years the zealous treasurer of 
the Irish and Home Mission, as well as a worker on 
the Foreign Mission Committee. It is agreat thing for 
a congregation to inherit the influence of lives like 
these, to have such inspiriting traditions, and to be 
brought into habits thus formed. We are to carry 
on their work, not as copyists, simply repeating what 
they did, but adapting what we do, both in form and 

in degree, to the ever-changing and ever-enlarging 
demands of the day — so let us work in " our genera- 
tion," as they did in theirs. 

He served the counsel of God by his action to 
promote love between Christians. 

You are not able to think of him without thinking 
of the Evangelical Alliance. When the idea was 
slowly taking form, and getting ready for presentation, 
he was one of the most eager workers on it. Of the 
" mighty men " who led this enterprise of Christian 
love, John Henderson, Esq., of Park, Sir Culling 
Eardley, and Dr. Steane may be regarded as the 
" first three." At the Conference held at Freemasons' 
Hall, in August, 1846, to deliberate on the formation 
of the Alliance ; at another, held in the following 
November at Manchester ; then at another, held at 
Edinburgh, in June, 1847, he was one of the leading 
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advisers. When, in the two earlier of these Confer- 
ences, twenty-nine sessions were held to settle basic 
articles, and to clear the way for movement — good men 
of different schools could not easily agree in defini- 
tions — when it was found that, as before a great 
oratorio, the process of tuning musical instruments is 
not in itself always musical ; when, at certain moments, 
all was at the point of failure, and when it seemed 
that nothing could save from this but a special act of 
Him who of old hushed the "jarring atoms of Crea- 
tion " — my friend was the chosen instrument for this 
purpose. His desperate faith, steadfast principle, and 
cheerful candour ; his skill in the management of 
human nature ; his cool dominion over the critical 
instant ; his statesmanship, and his winning, elegant 
speech were mainly the means of steering the vessel 
safely between the first rocks of difficulty, and out 
into the open waters. 

Thus a Society was formed, with the simple but 
sublime purpose of bringing into light and power the 
real union which all Christians have under all their 
diversities of opinion and observance. The attention 
of outside critics has been too often arrested only by the 
diversities, and these have tended to cloud the glory 
and check the spread of the Gospel. If all the 
romance of success that was first looked for has not 
yet been seen, it must have been a nobler thing to 
fail in such an attempt, than not to make it. But who 
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shall say it has been fruitless ? Millions of prayers 
for union have been called forth by it, which must 
one day have their answer ; countless disciples of 
Christ have been brought into happy contact, who 
before were strangers ; a medium of com- 
munication is now in existence between such 
in all countries ; and much has been done to 
furnish mutual strength in trials from the common 
foe. He flung his whole soul into this work ; it was 
his delight ; he counted labour nothing, sacrifice 
nothing, loss nothing, if he might help it on. Until 
infirmity forbad, he took a leading part in its confer- 
ences, as he also did in various deputations to foreign 
potentates on behalf of Christian liberty. He was 
the first editor of Evangelical Christendom^ and 
continued its editor until 1864, when the post was 
undertaken by the beloved James Hamilton. From 
the first he was an Honorary Secretary, in conjunction 
with Doctors Bunting and King, and the Rev. Edward 
Bickersteth, rector of Watton. Owing to changes 
made by death, he had many successive associates, 
but was allowed to retain the honour himself to the 
last ; he loved his fellow-workers fervently. It 
was fine to hear him speak of the fathers — British 
and continental — who were at the beginning of the 
movement Perhaps he had most peculiar tenderness 
of memory for Mr. Bickersteth. No wonder, for he 
might have been called a " heavenly " being, just as 

C 
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the father of the Puritan commentator was once 
called " The Heavenly Henry." 

In this memorial address, it is fitting that I should 
impress upon you the greatness of the question to 
which he directed so much of his life : how shall we 
best bring out the visible unity of Christians ? 

They are to be made one, not by getting them all 
to speak and act according to one pattern ; for echo 
in language is not always harmony in life. Not by 
bringing them all within one ecclesiastical pale ; for, 
in this sense, persons may be in the same Church, 
only as the North and South Poles are in the same 
world. Not by proposing to drop all sectional 
names, and only to call ourselves Christians. The 
mere name of the Perfect One will not make a Society 
perfect. Witness the famous " Society of Jesus" 
Nor is this a sufficient recipe for unity, any more than 
for any other holy thing. 

If, at any past moment, charmed with this idea, and 
forgetful of the Apostolic warning, I had virtually said 
to my companions, " You are all wrong, for one says, 
' I am of Paul/ another, * I am of Apollos/ and 
another, * I am of Cephas/ but I am right, for ' I am 
of Christ/ " I think that by this time I should have 
found, that while I thought of entering a protest 
against the sectarianism of others, I only proclaimed 
my own ; and had made the very name of Christ 
Himself denominational ; using it to distinguish one 
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small sect, formed for the purpose of reproving all the 
others. 

The root of our unity is not in what we call our- 
selves, but in what we are. Catholicity is not a 
question of label. One and the same label on all the 
different plants in a garden is not the thing which 
makes the garden one ; one and the same numeral 
on all the different carriages does not make the train 
one; the same name for all the twelve tribes is not 
that which makes the commonwealth one ; and, in the 
Christian Church, a similar plan might rather tend to 
confusion and strife than to unity. 

Brothers, if from heredity, if from infirmity, if 
from conscientious or circumstantial reasons, if for 
the sake of avoiding when we meet, needless discus- 
sions on marginal things about which we are not at 
one ; if for transitional purposes, or working purposes, 
or purposes of convenience, you still meet in sections 
and retain subsidiary names — yet so as not to weaken 
the sense, or impair the expression of entire Catho- 
licity — that must not part us — Baptist or no Baptist, 
Presbyterian or no Presbyterian, Episcopalian or no 
Episcopalian, this or that — to my heart it makes no 
difference. If I belong to Christ and you do, whether 
I know it or not, whether you know it or not, I belong 
to you and you to me for ever. Let a man but be in 
Christ, other things can stand over. The "living 
stone " is broad enough for all Christians to stand on, 
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and strong enough to bear the weight of all. They 
have weaknesses, but will outgrow them ; sins, but 
these will die when the body dies ; sectional names 
now mark their different companies, but when the 
celestial census is taken, and perfection comes, all 
distinctions will be lost in the grandeur of the one 
distinction that all Christians have in Christ These 
were taught by Dr. Steane as the principles of the 
Evangelical Alliance. He said, at the first Conference, 
" We are not about to form an ecclesiastical institute, 
a Church in corporation, or a confederation of 
Churches ; but, overlooking all ecclesiastical distinc- 
tions, we fix upon Christian character, the elements 
of vital godliness, as, at once, the only, and the 
necessary, pre-requisites to the fellowship we desire to 
realise." 

He served the counsel of God, by what lie was. 

In logical order, this may seem as if it should have 
had first, not last place; for being comes before 
doing, and what we do depends on what we are. But 
in fact, we are not prepared to speak of a life until it 
is over. The religion of my friend was not a mere 
" doctrinal transaction," but a life ; and the doctrine 
he gloried in was only that by which the life was 
inspired and taught. The grace of God revealed 
Christ through the medium of his life, and he served 
the highest cause by that unconscious radiation of 
character which has been called a " personal atmos- 
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phere." It can be no part of my message to speak 
of faults : I have no memory for these, but aim this 
day to show in him Christ's work, and no other. 
Dr. Steane has left the following publications : — 
" The Doctrines Christ Developed by the Apostles ;" 
"Treatise on the Offices of the Redeemer, and the 
Doxology of the Redeemed," 8vo., pp. 460 ; " Memoirs 
of the life of Joseph Gutteridge, Esq., of Denmark 
Hill," pp. 174. " Notes of a Tour in Norway and 
Sweden in 1858," by Edward Steane, D.D, and J. 
Howard Hinton, M.A., pp. 232 ; " Lectures to 
Mechanics ; " " The Baptists and the Bible Society ; 
a Memorial presented to Lord Bexley and the Com- 
mittee," pp. 82 ; " Sermon preached at the Jubilee of 
the Baptist Missionary Society in 1842;" "The 
Eternal King: a Sermon on the death of His Majesty 
King William IV. ; " " Spiritual Declension, a Pastoral 
Address ;" " Prayer the Christian's Relief in Trouble;" 
" Bereaved Parents Comforted ; " " Christ, the First 
Fruits of the Resurrection : an Argument in two 
parts ; " " The Paradisaical Origin of the Sabbath 
Day ; " " Instability of Character : a Lecture to Young 
Men ; " " The Lamb and the Dragon : Protestant 
Duty under Papal Aggression ; " " The Reasonableness 
of the Great Doctrines of Christianity ; " " God's 
Moral Government ; " "A Plea for the Liberty of 
Conscience ; " " The Family of God, a Sermon occa- 
sioned by the Death of the Rev. W. H.Pearce, Calcutta, 
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find that the ground breaks beneath you, and that 
you sink, you know not whither. It is late, but it is 
not come to this yet Wake up ! Christ is still 
waiting to " bear and to carry you ! " 

We were, however, speaking of one who "fell 
asleep " after a long life of activity for Christ. While 
the servant of God has working power left, he may 
often be tempted to cry, " There is no rest for me," 
but there will be rest when he is too weak to work or 
to walk. He may be a child in arms again then, 
and may nestle in helpless happiness down in the 
love of Him who has said, " Even to your old age I 
am He ; and even to hoar hairs will I carry you ; 
even I will carry and will deliver you."* We all 
know that the human instrument of this in the case 
of my friend, was the devotion of one who lived in 
his life, who had exquisite understanding of, and 
sympathy with, his most cherished thoughts and aims, 
and through whose watchful ministry of tenderness, 
he was cheered and sustained through the years when 
he was passing away in soft and painless weakness. 
On the first Sunday in May, 1882, while we were 
praying for him, as we have done at every communion 
service for the last twenty-four years, the last change 
in him was beginning, and he continued only just 
alive until the next morning, May 8th, then, " he fell 
on sleep." 

* Isaiah xlvi. 4. 
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" When John the Baptist died, Jesus Christ preached 
his funeral sermon." I cite this quaint quotation, not 
because it is beautiful, but because it is true, and is 
now a " truth in season." It is true that when John 
the Baptist died, the great Lord preaching to persons 
who had belonged to his servant's old congregation, 
said, " He was a burning and a shining light, and ye 
were willing for a season to rejoice in his light" 

I think this fact furnishes decisive settlement to the 
much disputed question, whether funeral sermons are 
right or wrong. "They are wrong," is the knock- 
down dictum of not a few, " for they are all about 
man, and God alone ought to be glorified." But 
when the Spirit of God has filled a man's life with 
beautiful fire, making it " a burning and a shining 
light," when it has been held up in a public station for 
many years, so that many have rejoiced in that light, 
and when God at length takes that lamp away, how 
shall we best glorify Him for it ? Shall we say that 
the light did not burn, did not shine, did not cause 
many to rejoice ? Or shall we say nothing? Shall 
we not rather say that of it which most accords with 
the spirit of Christ's sermon in this passage, and shall 
we not, by doing so, most glorify God ? In this spirit 
I have spoken these farewell words. 
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EXTRACT from the Minutes of a Meeting of the 
Council of the Evangelical Alliance, held June 8th, 
1882 :— 

In recording the decease of their revered friend and 
colleague, the Rev. Edward Steane, D.D., the Council 
feel constrained to express their grateful remem- 
brance of his long years of valuable service in con- 
nection with the Evangelical Alliance. The Council 
realise that, in their beloved brother, who was con- 
nected with the Society from its formation, the 
Alliance has lost one who, although known and 
honoured in his attachment to that section of the 
Christian Church of which he was an eminent mem- 
ber, yet was equally esteemed for his catholic spirit, 
and his sincere affection for all who love the Saviour. 

In looking back upon the past history of the 
Evangelical Alliance, the Council remember, with 
devout thankfulness to God, the honoured and 
prominent part taken in the organisation of the 
Society by Dr. Steane and other devoted servants of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Dr. Steane's varied gifts, his 
amiability of character, his warm sympathy and 
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brotherly affection, were all consecrated to the great 
cause of Christian union and love. In conjunction 
with other like-minded men, he had the satisfaction 
of seeing the blessing of God rest in a large 
measure upon the Alliance and its operations. As 
Honorary Secretary his services were invaluable, and 
for many years he took a leading part in all the pro- 
ceedings. At the meetings of Committee, from 
month to month, his wise counsel and calm judgment 
essentially contributed to the solving of many in- 
tricate problems, which his keen perception and his 
facile pen enabled him promptly to interpret, and to 
express the decisions arrived at after long and 
anxious deliberation. He also took a large share in 
the arrangement and conduct of several of the 
General Conferences of the Alliance, and afterwards 
prepared the volumes reporting the proceedings. 
For many years he was editor of Evangelical 
Christendom, and in this and other ways his literary 
abilities were devoted to the furtherance of the 
cause of Christ 

In all questions of religious liberty he energetically 
promoted the action of the Evangelical Alliance, and 
his warm advocacy of the cause of freedom ever 
proved to be a stimulus and help to his brethren. 
The Council affectionately remember that, at the 
last meeting which his failing strength permitted 
him to attend, his voice was raised in favour of 
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decided steps being taken regarding the persecution 
of Lutheran Pastors in Hesse Darmstadt. 

While rendering this imperfect tribute to the worth 
of their departed friend, the Council would devoutly 
recognise the rich grace of God our Saviour in the 
varied qualifications with which His servant was en- 
dowed, and they would ascribe all the honour and 
glory to Him who distributes to every man according 
as He will. 

The Council desire to express their cordial and 
deep sympathy with the bereaved family in the loss 
of one so beloved by them, and one who is now 
realising the more perfect, and never-ending com- 
munion of Saints — in the presence of the Glorious 
Lord. 



At a Meeting of the Committee of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, held on the 20th June, 1882, it 
was resolved : — 

That this Committee cannot place on their Minutes 
a record of the death of their honoured and beloved 
colleague, the Rev. Edward Steane, D.D., without 
adding a few sentences expressive of their sense of 
the loss they have sustained, and of the services he 
rendered to the Society, and to the Churches of 
Christ at large. 

Fifty-nine years ago he commenced his ministry in 
what was then a village in the suburbs of London. 
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He gathered there a large and prosperous Church, 
which numbered among its active members one of 
the former Secretaries of this Society, and one of its 
most honoured Treasurers, with a large number of 
generous friends of our mission and its missionaries. 

For forty years he was a most active member of 
this Committee, distinguished alike by his wise 
counsels, his winning gentleness, and by his bold and 
energetic support of the extension of its work. When 
it was resolved, on the appeal of W. H. Pearce, to 
send ten new missionaries to India, and, later, ten new 
missionaries to Jamaica, he was among the first to 
support these appeals, and to commend them to his 
friends. Nor is it without interest to add that it was 
largely through his influence that Dr. Wenger became 
an agent of this Committee, as previously he had 
taken an active part in sending forth Mr. Oncken, on 
that work in which he has done more for the promo- 
tion of evangelical religion on the Continent of 
Europe than any other Christian worker of modern 
times. 

Nor less noteworthy was the efficient service 
rendered by Dr. Steane in the controversy which 
arose in consequence of the withdrawment by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society of the help they 
had given for more than forty years to the transla- 
tions of sacred Scripture made by our missionaries. 
He took an active part in all the discussions of the 
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a Committee ; prepared a most able Memorial to the 

British and Foreign Bible Society ; and when that 
Society persisted in withdrawing their help, he was 

the chief mover in the formation of the Bible Trans- 

« 

lation Society, of which he became the first Secretary, 
and subsequently the Treasurer. 

At the formation of the Evangelical Alliance, Dr. 
Steane was appointed one of its Secretaries ; and, 
by his loving spirit, his business tact, his thoroughly 
evangelical sentiments, combined with liberality in 
things non-essential, he contributed more to the 
success of that organisation than any other member. 
Pre-eminent among the services he rendered, was 
his defence from time to time of religious liberty, and 
of the rights of conscience, in nearly every country 
of Europe. Often our own brethren gained by the 
appeals which he helped to make. But he was 
equally earnest in appealing for others, and all gained 
alike in the result. 

In all this work, in all his entire life, he combined 
in beautiful harmony the "truth and love," which are, 
according to Apostolic teaching (Eph. iv. 15), the 
secret of personal spiritual growth, and the means of 
extensive Christian usefulness. And the Committee 
magnify the grace of God in him. 
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The Council of^the Baptist Uniq^L*ave to record 
at their first 'meeting tfee death of Ae Rife Edward 
Steane, D.D., for many years the senior $0dretary of 
the Baptist Union. They do this with every expres- 
sion of affectionate respect, on ft review of the 4*igh 
and honourable character he has maintained, and the 
valuable service he has rendered to the Churches of* 1 * 
Christ in general, and our own denomination in 
particular, through a life protracted to the vendtable 
age of eighty-four years. As Pastor of the Church at 
Denmark Place, Cwnberwell ; as one of the founders 
of the Evangelical Alliance ; as a member of our 
leading Denominational Institutions, and as one of 
the secretaries of the Union, Dr. Steane was 
honoured by those who were privileged to be asso- 
ciated with him in public duty ; and as a friend, he 
was endeared by his kindness and courtesy to all who 
knew him ; and the Council tender to the family thus 
bereaved of its beloved and honoured head, their 
heartfelt Christian sympathy. 



May 23rd, 1882. 
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